Treaty of Peace with Italy

(10 February 1947)

Twenty-one states which had been at war with one or more of the Axis countries and had signed, correspondingly, one or more armistice agreements participated in the Paris Conference (29 July - 5 October 1946). Representatives of Italy, Bulgaria, Roumania and Albania were invited to attend for shorter periods and to provide clarifications on specific points.

Greece was represented by a large national delegation headed by Prime Minister Constantinos Tsaldaris and also including members of the Opposition, since Greece wanted to make it plain that its national demands were unanimously supported.1
Greek expectations were not met by the Paris Peace Conference. Greece succeeded though in obtaining the Dodecanese which were ceded to it by Italy.2 The cession of the Dodecanese was approved unanimously on 25 September 1946 by the Political and Territorial Commission for the Peace Treaty with Italy. The formal incorporation of the Dodecanese into Greece took place on 7 March 1948, at a ceremony in Rhodes.3
With the signature of the Paris Peace Treaty and the cession of the Dodecanese, Greece was subrogated as the successor state4 to Italy in the agreements which the latter had signed with Turkey in 1932 concerning the determination of the exact boundary line between the Dodecanese, then under Italian rule, and Turkish territory.

Even after the signature of the Treaty of Lausanne, by which Turkey had renounced its rights to the Dodecanese, it still had claims on the group of the islands due to their strategic position and their proximity to the coast of Asia Minor.5 As a result, Italy and Turkey signed a convention in Ankara on 4 January 1932 regarding the islets lying between the coast of Asia Minor and the island of Castellorizo, as well as the disputed sovereignty of Kara Ada island. The convention delineated the territorial waters of these islets, whose sovereignty had been a cause of dispute between the two countries.

On the same date, Italy and Turkey exchanged letters in which, on the one hand, confirmed that there were no outstanding points of dispute between the two countries in connection with their respective territorial sovereignties, and, on the other, they undertook to define the remaining part of the Italian-Turkish sea frontier, over which there had been no disagreement between them. This delineation was formalised in a procès-verbal signed by the contracting parties in Ankara on 28 December 1932.6 That agreement ultimately determined the side to which most of the islands, islets and rocks of the area belonged. Among them, within the delineated territorial waters, were the Imia rocks (point 30 of the agreement of 28 December 1932), which were specified as belonging to Italy and thus subsequently to Greece.7
treaty* of peace with ITALY

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, China, France, Australia, Belgium, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, Greece, India, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of South Africa, and the People’s Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, hereinafter referred to as ‘the Allied and Associated Powers’, of the one part,

and Italy, of the other part:

Whereas Italy under the Fascist régime became a party to the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Japan, undertook a war of aggression and thereby provoked a state of war with all the Allied and Associated Powers and with other United Nations, and bears her share of responsibility for the war; and

Whereas in consequence of the victories of the Allied forces, and with the assistance of the democratic elements of the Italian people, the Fascist régime in Italy was overthrown on July 25, 1943, and Italy, having surrendered unconditionally, signed terms of Armistice on September 3 and 29 of the same year; and

Whereas after the said Armistice Italian armed forces, both of the Government and of the Resistance Movement, took and active part in the war against Germany, and Italy declared war on Germany as from October 13, 1943, and thereby became a co-belligerent against Germany; and

Whereas the Allied and Associated Powers and Italy are desirous of concluding a treaty of peace which, in conformity with the principles of justice, will settle questions still outstanding as a result of the events herein-before recited and will form the basis of friendly relations between them, thereby enabling the Allied and Associated Powers to support Italy’s application to become a member of the United Nations and also to adhere to any convention concluded under the auspices of the United Nations;

Have therefore agreed to declare the cessation of the state of war and for this purpose to conclude the present Treaty of Peace, and have accordingly appointed the undersigned Plenipotentiaries who, after presentation of their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed on the following provisions:

PART I. TERRITORIAL CLAUSES

––――――
SECTION I. FRONTIERS

[. . .]

SECTION II. FRANCE

[. . .]

SECTION III. AUSTRIA

[. . .]

SECTION IV. PEOPLE’ S FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

[. . .]

SECTION V. GREECE (Special Clause)

ARTICLE 14

1. Italy hereby cedes to Greece in full sovereignty the Dodecanese Islands indicated hereafter, namely Stampalia (Astropalia), Rhodes (Rhodos), Calki (Kharki), Scarpanto, Casos (Casso), Piscopis (Tilos), Misiros (Nisyros), Calimnos (Kalymnos), Leros, Patmos, Lipsos (Lipso), Simi (Symi), Cos (Kos) and Castellorizo, as well as the adjacent islets.

2. These islands shall be and shall remain demilitarised.

3. The procedure and the technical conditions governing the transfer of these islands to Greece will be determined by agreement between the Governments of the United Kingdom and Greece and arrangements shall be made for the withdrawal of foreign troops not later than 90 days from the coming into force of the present Treaty.

PART II. POLITICAL CLAUSES

––――――
SECTION I. GENERAL CLAUSES

ARTICLE 15

Italy shall take all measures necessary to secure to all persons under Italian jurisdiction, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, the enjoyment of human rights and of the fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, of press and publication, of religious worship, of political opinion and of public meeting.

ARTICLE 16

Italy shall not prosecute or molest Italian nationals, including members of the armed forces, solely on the ground that during the period from June 10, 1940, to the coming into force of the present Treaty, they expressed sympathy with or took action in support of the cause of the Allied and Associated Powers.

ARTICLE 17

Italy, which, in accordance with Article 30 of the Armistice Agreement, has taken measures to dissolve the Fascist organizations in Italy, shall not permit the resurgence on Italian territory of such organizations, whether political, military or semi-military, whose purpose it is to deprive the people of their democratic rights.

ARTICLE 18

Italy undertakes to recognize the full force of the Treaties of Peace with Roumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland and other agreements or arrangements which have been or will be reached by the Allied and Associated Powers in respect of Austria, Germany and Japan for the restoration of peace.

SECTION II. NATIONALITY. CIVIL 

AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

ARTICLE 19

1. Italian citizens who were domiciled on June 10, 1940, in territory transferred by Italy to another State under the present Treaty, and their children born after that date, shall, except as provided in the following paragraph, become citizens with full civil and political rights of the State to which the territory is transferred, in accordance with legislation to that effect to be introduced by that State within three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty. Upon becoming citizens of the State concerned they shall lose their Italian citizenship.

2. The Government of the State to which the territory is transferred shall, by appropriate legislation within three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty, provide that all persons referred to in paragraph 1 over the age of eighteen years (or married persons whether under or over that age) whose customary language is Italian, shall be entitled to opt for Italian citizenship within a period of one year from the coming into force of the present Treaty. Any person so opting shall retain Italian citizenship and shall not be considered to have acquired the citizenship of the State to which the territory is transferred. The option of the husband shall not constitute an option on the part of the wife. Option on the part of the father, or, if the father is not alive, on the part of the mother, shall, however, automatically include all unmarried children under the age of eighteen years.

3. The State to which the territory is transferred may require those who take advantage of the option to move to Italy within a year from the date when the option was exercised.

4. The State to which the territory is transferred shall, in accordance with its fundamental laws, secure to all persons within the territory, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, the enjoyment of human rights and of the fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, of press and publication, of religious worship, of political opinion and of public meeting.

ARTICLE 20

1. Within a period of one year from the coming into force of the present Treaty, Italian citizens over 18 years of age (or married persons whether under or over that age), whose customary language is one of the Yugoslav languages (Serb, Croat or Slovene), and who are domiciled on Italian territory may, upon filing a request with a Yugoslav diplomatic or consular representative in Italy, acquire Yugoslav nationality if the Yugoslav authorities accept their request.

2. In such cases, the Yugoslav Government will communicate to the Italian Government through the diplomatic channel lists of the persons who have thus acquired Yugoslav nationality. The persons mentioned in such lists will lose their Italian nationality on the date of such official communication.

3. The Italian Government may require such persons to transfer their residence to Yugoslavia within a period of one year from the date of such official communication.

4. For the purposes of this Article, the rules relating to the effect of options on wives and on children, set forth in Article 19, paragraph 2, shall apply.

5. The provisions of Annex XIV, paragraph 10 of the present Treaty, applying to the transfer of properties belonging to persons who opt for Italian nationality, shall equally apply to the transfer of properties belonging to persons who opt for Yugoslav nationality under this Article.

[ . . . ]

PART III. WAR CRIMINALS

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART IV. NAVAL, MILITARY AND AIR CLAUSES

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART V. WITHDRAWAL OF ALLIED FORCES

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART VI. CLAIMS ARISING OUT OF THE WAR

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART VII. PROPERTY, RIGHTS AND

INTERESTS

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART VIII. GENERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART IX. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART X. MISCELLANEOUS ECONOMIC

PROVISIONS

––――――
[ . . . ]

PART XI. FINAL CLAUSES

––――――
[ . . . ]

ARTICLE 90

The present Treaty, of which the French, English and Russian texts are authentic, shall be ratified by the Allied and Associated Powers. It shall also be ratified by Italy. It shall come into force immediately upon the deposit of ratifications by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, by the United States of America, and by France. The instruments of ratification shall, in the shortest time possible, be deposited with the Government of the French Republic.

With respect to each Allied or Associated Power whose instrument of ratification is thereafter deposited, the Treaty shall come into force upon the date of deposit. The present Treaty shall be deposited in the archives of the Government of the French Republic, which shall furnish certified copies to each of the signatory States.

In faith whereof the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done in the city of Paris in the French, English, Russian and Italian languages, this tenth day of February, One Thousand Nine Hundred And Forty-seven.
