A legal approach to the crime of piracy (international law, Greek case-law) 
Piracy is a jure gentium crime under customary international law, in the sense that all nations may exercise jurisdiction over pirates, regardless of the nationality of the ship or aircraft or the pirates.  

According to the definition of piracy laid down in Article 101 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, piracy consists of “any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed: (i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such ship or aircraft; (ii) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State.” 

Article 100 stipulates that “all States shall cooperate to the fullest possible extent in the repression of piracy on the high seas.” Furthermore, according to Article 105 “on the high seas, or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State, every State may seize a pirate ship or aircraft, or a ship or aircraft taken by piracy and under the control of pirates, and arrest the persons and seize the property on board. The courts of the State which carried out the seizure may decide upon the penalties to be imposed, and may also determine the action to be taken with regard to the ships, aircraft or property, subject to the rights of third parties acting in good faith.” According to Article 110 of the abovementioned Convention, States (through warships/public ships) are justified in visiting and boarding a ship if there is reasonable ground for suspecting that the ship is engaged in piracy.
Like previous resolutions, Security Council Resolution 1897, adopted within the framework of the UN Charter’s Chapter VII, calls upon States and regional organizations to take part in the fight against piracy by deploying naval vessels and through seizures of boats for which there are reasonable grounds for suspecting they are used in the commission of piracy (paragraph 3). Furthermore, it “calls upon all States, and in particular flag, port, and coastal States, States of the nationality of victims and perpetrators of piracy and armed robbery, and other States with relevant jurisdiction under international law and national legislation, to cooperate in determining jurisdiction, and in the investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for acts of piracy”(paragraph. 12). The need is also stressed for “States to criminalize piracy under their domestic law and to favourably consider the prosecution, in appropriate cases, of suspected pirates.”
As far as Greek legislation is concerned, Article 8 of the Hellenic Criminal Code, stipulates that «Greek criminal law applies to Greek and foreign nationals alike, irrespective of the law of the locus delicti commissi, for the following actions committed abroad: […] vi) piracy. The Code of Public Maritime Law defines piracy as a special maritime crime (article 215): 1. Piracy is committed by any person boarding a vessel with the use or threat of force against other persons, committing any act of depredation against another vessel on the high seas, with an intent to appropriate thus depredated items. 2. A pirate ship is defined as any ship intended by its captains to commit the abovementioned acts. 3. The acts mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article shall be punished by imprisonment, and the same sentence should apply to the captain and those in command of the pirate ship; the members of the pirate vessel’s crew are to be punished with ten years imprisonment for knowing its intended destination.

